Paper chromatography of the free bases and of the sulfates was performed on Whatman No. 1 paper according to MAJUMDAR and MAJUMDAR3). The solvent system consisted of methyl ethyl ketone -t-butanol -methanol -6.5 N ammonium hydroxide (16 : 3 : 1 : 6). Thin-layer chromatography was performed on Merck precoated silica gel F-254 plates using 15% aqueous KH2PO, as eluant'St. Ninhydrin-SnC1214' was used for detection. Paper chromatography of Nacetyl derivatives was performed on Whatman No. 4 paper with the system n-butanol -waterpyridine (86: 16: 2)15). Samples for nmr were freeze-dried twice from D2O. Spectra of the D20 solutions were run on a Varian A-60 spectrometer with sodium 2,2-dimethyl-2-silapentane-5-sulfonate (DSS) as internal standard. Peak positions are expressed in 6 values. N-Acvl derivatives for mass spectrometry and for paper chromatography15) were obtained by suspending 10 mg of the free base in a mixture of 2 ml methanol and 0.4 ml acetic or propionic anhydride. After 15 hours at room temperature, the solvent was evaporated and the major part of the anhydride was removed by adding 1 ml of benzene or toluene and by evaporating under reduced pressure. The last traces of anhydride were decomposed by dissolving the residue in a mixture of 2 ml methanol and 2 ml methanol saturated with ammonia. The solutions were kept in a refrigerator for 4 hours, then evaporated and dried in vacuo over P2O6. The N-acyl derivatives were O-silylated by treating for 2 hours with 0.5 to 1 ml Trisyl-Z (a commercial trimethylsilylating agent obtained from the Pierce Chemical Company), containing N-trimethylsilylimidazole in pyridine (1.5 meq/ml). 0, N-Acetyl derivatives for mass spectrometry were prepared on 10 mg of the free base by acetylation with pyridine-acetic anhydride. Mass spectra of these derivatives were run on an AEI-12 spectrometer by direct insertion in the ion source, Isolation and identification of the inositol of component G The crude component G (10 mg), obtained by ion-exclusion chromatography of fraction 16, was N-acetylated by the usual procedure (Ac2O/MeOH). The reaction product was dissolved in 1.5 ml 4 N HC1 and was heated at 90°C in a sealed tube for 2 hours. The hydrolysate was evaporated to dryness and azeotropically distilled with absolute ethanol. The residue was taken up in 2 ml water and applied to a column of 5 ml Dowex 50W-x 8 (100200 mesh, acid form). The resin was washed twice with 5 ml water, and the combined column effluents were evaporated.
The residue was dried in vacuo over P2O5 and silylated with Trisyl-Z at 60°C for 1 hour. The O-TMS derivative showed in glc (3% OV-1 on Gas-Chrom Q 100200 mesh, 183°C) a retention time which was identical to that of hexa-O-TMS-myo-inositol and different from that observed for the O-silylated scyllo-inositol tages given in Table 1 are indicated as ` neamine+'. It can be seen that the amount of neamine+' is less than 1 % in three of the samples and 2.5 % in the U-TR032 sample.
Significant differences were also observed for the amount of LP-B in the four samples.
It should be noted that the percentages given in Table 1 Fig. 1) 
